
Political Ecology  
Network (POLLEN)

List of POLLEN initiators:
Tor Benjaminsen; Connor Joseph Cavanagh  
(Norwegian University of Life Sciences);  
Hanne Svarstad (Oslo and Akershus University College);  
Bram Büscher (Wageningen University); John Childs; 
Ben Neimark; Saskia Vermeylen (Lancaster University); 
Isabelle Anguelovski; Giorgos Kallis; Christos Zografos; 
(Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona); Salvatore Paolo  
De Rosa (Lund University).

Future events:
26th-27th November 2015:  
Workshop - Power in Political Ecology, Bergen 

21-23 March 2016:  
Undisciplined Environments- International Conference of the 
European Network of Political Ecology (ENTITLE) Stockholm 

7-9 July 2016:  
Political Ecologies of Conflict, Capitalism and Contestation 
- Wageningen, The Netherlands 

We welcome you to join!  
To learn more about starting your own POLLEN node please email: info@politicalecologynetwork.com. Also, check out the POLLEN 
blog for upcoming events and political ecology related articles. Contributions welcome!  https://politicalecologynetwork.wordpress.com/ 

POLLEN is an umbrella 
organisation of political 
ecology researchers, groups, 
projects, networks and  
‘nodes’ within Europe. 
As the name suggests, POLLEN seeks to provide a 
platform for the ‘cross-fertilization’ of ideas and where 
Europe’s many rich, diverse traditions can come together, 
discuss, and debate the latest developments in the field. 

Historically, the term ‘political ecology’ in Europe 
has not been confined only to an analytical approach  
and research program, but also to the theories and 
narratives that mobilize social and political movements 
with an ecological agenda. We, therefore, aim to  
function as a vehicle to promote, encourage and  
facilitate political ecological research with other  
academic fields and disciplines, as well as civil society. 

Hence, while POLLEN seeks to foster a certain  
‘strength in numbers’ for political ecology researchers 
in Europe, it also highlights our common ‘strength in 
diversity’, acknowledging that it is the interaction  
between many and varied traditions of theorization  
on social-environmental relations that continues to  
make this field so vibrant.

The members of POLLEN are both individuals and 
‘nodes’. These nodes are really what POLLEN is all  
about: autonomous groups of political ecologists  
working in and on different traditions. It is established 
mainly to coordinate between but also to support 
the various nodes in ensuring that political ecology 
messages, lessons and insights are shared,  
broadcasted and heard more widely.

Key activities:
POLLEN is not envisioned 
as a top-heavy organisation, 
but rather as a network-
organisation that enables 
nodes to profile themselves 
and be stronger together. As 
such, a key foreseen activity is 
the organisation of a biannual 
conference, led by a particular 
node. The first of such 
conferences will likely be held in 
Wageningen, The Netherlands 
towards the end of June, 
beginning of July 2016. The 
meeting in Sussex will be used 
to kick-start the initiative and 
get more political ecologists 
and PE nodes involved. 

Our objectives:
l   To be the umbrella organisation for political  

ecology research and conversations in Europe; 

l  To enable and facilitate the cross-fertilization of 
information about political ecology research,  
literature, and relevant funding opportunities among 
the European nodes;

l  To organise and support activities that encourage 
and strengthen political ecology work in Europe and 
beyond, both within and outside academia;

l  To find ways to engage with activist, civil society and 
political groups and work to bring these groups into 
discussion with the network.


