
A happy 2017 to you all! 

This is the first of a monthly newsfeed that we want to send around at various listserves. These 

monthly overviews contain news items coming from the different POLLEN nodes. POLLEN stands 

for the Political Ecology Network and for this first newsfeed, we also want to explain what POLLEN 

is all about. 

 

 

About POLLEN 

 

POLLEN is an umbrella organisation of political ecology researchers, groups, projects, networks 

across the globe, either individuals or (usually small) groups of people we call ‘nodes’. 

As a node, you can: 

 Post your own news online 

 Take actively part in discussion on our blog  

 Post videos you deem relevant for political ecology 

 Have your node listed the POLLEN site  

 Receive updates on new website feeds 

 Promote your work on the POLLEN twitter feed @PolEcoNet 

 Help organize or host the next bi-annual POLLEN conference 

 Contribute to shape POLLEN’s future engaging activities 

 Network, network, network! 

As the name suggests, POLLEN seeks to provide a platform for the ‘cross fertilization’ of ideas where 

many rich, diverse political ecology traditions can come together, discuss, and debate the latest 

developments in the field. Historically, the term ‘political ecology’ has not been confined only to an 

analytical approach and research program, but also to the theories and narratives that mobilize social 

and political movements with an ecological agenda. We, therefore, aim to function as a vehicle to 

promote, encourage and facilitate political ecological research with other academic fields and 

disciplines, as well as civil society. 

While POLLEN seeks to foster a certain ‘strength in numbers’ for political ecology researchers in 

Europe and beyond, it also highlights our common ‘strength in diversity’, acknowledging that it is the 

interaction between many and varied traditions of theorization on social-environmental relations that 

continues to make this field so vibrant. The nodes are really what POLLEN is all about: autonomous 

groups of political ecologists working in and on different traditions. It is established mainly to 

coordinate between but also to support the various nodes in ensuring that political ecology messages, 

lessons and insights are shared, broadcasted and heard more widely. 

Our objectives: 

 To be the umbrella organisation for political ecology research and conversations; 

 To enable and facilitate the cross-fertilization of information about political ecology research, 

literature, and relevant funding opportunities among the many nodes; 

 To organise and support activities that encourage and strengthen political ecology work, both 

within and outside academia; 

 To find ways to engage with activist, civil society and political groups and work to bring these 

groups into discussion with the network. 

Please check out our website for more information: https://politicalecologynetwork.com/, or send an 

email to Stasja Koot for more information or if you wish to become a node: 

politicalecologynetwork@gmail.com.  

https://politicalecologynetwork.com/
mailto:politicalecologynetwork@gmail.com


 

 

Recent news from the nodes: 

 

Blog posts 

 

In a recent post on Mongabay POLLEN members Jens Friis Lund (University of Copenhagen) and 

Mathew Bukhi Mabele (University of Zürich) and two colleagues critically assess the notion that 

REDD+ funds are put to work in the right places: https://news.mongabay.com/2016/10/is-redd-

finance-really-put-to-work-in-the-right-places/ 

 

In a recent post on Mongabay POLLEN members Jens Friis Lund and Jevgeniy Bluwstein (University 

of Copenhagen) and Mathew Bukhi Mabele (University of Zürich) and two other colleagues argue that 

conservation policies and practices are, in fact and against widely held perceptions, contributing to 

deforestation in Tanzania: https://news.mongabay.com/2016/11/are-conservation-policies-a-driver-of-

deforestation-in-tanzania/ 

 

In December 2016, four new posts have been placed at the ENTITLE blog. These are: 

 

Protecting nature in an unequal world. By Prakash Kashwan. See: 

https://entitleblog.org/2016/12/22/protecting-nature-in-an-unequal-world/ 

 

El paso sigiloso de la autoridad. By Christos Zografos. See: https://entitleblog.org/2016/12/20/el-paso-

sigiloso-de-la-autoridad/ 

 

The trouble with rewilding....By Irma Allen. See: https://entitleblog.org/2016/12/14/the-trouble-with-

rewilding/ 

 

In-between political ecology and STS: A methodological provocation. By Duygu Kaşdoğan. See: 

https://entitleblog.org/2016/12/07/in-between-political-ecology-and-sts-a-methodological-provocation/ 

 

Events 

 

In June 2017, Wageningen University hosts its first conference of the newly established Centre for 

Space, Place and Society (CSPS). The conference is called The Value of Life: Measurement, Stakes, 

Implications, for more information see: 

https://centreforspaceplacesociety.wordpress.com/events/2017-conference/ 

 

Publications 

 

Armiero, M. 2016. Environmental History between institutionalization and revolution. In Oppermann, 

S. and S. Iovino (Eds.). Environmental Humanities: Voices from the Anthropocene. Rowmann and 

Littlefield. https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781783489398/Environmental-Humanities-Voices-from-the-

Anthropocene 

Armiero, M. and S. Paolo De Rosa. 2017. Political effluvia. Smells, revelations and the politicization 

of daily experience in Naples, Italy. In Thorpe, J., S. Rutherford and L.A. Sandberg (Eds.). 

Methodological Challenges in Nature-Culture and Environmental History Research. Routledge. 

https://www.routledge.com/Methodological-Challenges-in-Nature-Culture-and-Environmental-

History-Research/Thorpe-Rutherford-Sandberg/p/book/9781138956032 

Bakele, M.B. 2016. Beyond forceful measures: Tanzania’s ‘war on poaching’ needs diversified 

strategies more than militarised tactics. Review of African Political Economy. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03056244.2016.1271316?needAccess=true 
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Barca, S. and A. Delicado. 2016. Anti-Nuclear Mobilisation and Environmentalism in Europe: A View 

from Portugal (1976-1986). Environment and History. 

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/whp/eh/2016/00000022/00000004/art00003 

 

Beltrán, M.J. and E. Velázquez. 2016. The Political Ecology of Water Metabolism. The case of the 

Las Cruces copper mine, southern Spain. Sustainability Science. 

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11625-016-0413-1 

 

Büscher, B., S. Koot and I. Nelson. 2017. Introduction. Nature 2.0: New media, online activism and 

the cyberpolitics of environmental conservation. Geoforum. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718516302664 

 

Calvário, R. and G. Kallis. 2016. Alternative Food Economies and Transformative Politics in Times of 

Crisis: Insights from the Basque Country and Greece. Antipode. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12298/abstract 

 

Calvário, R., G. Velegrakis and M. Kaika. 2016. The Political Ecology of Austerity: An Analysis of 

Socio-environmental Conflict under Crisis in Greece. Capitalism Nature Socialism. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10455752.2016.1260147 

 

Connolly, C. 2016. ‘A place for everything’: Moral landscapes of ‘swiftlet farming’ in George Town, 

Malaysia. Geoforum. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718516302494 

 

Garcıa-Lamarca, M. and M. Kaika. 2016. Mortgaged lives’: the biopolitics of debt and housing 

financialisation. Transactions. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tran.12126/abstract 

González-Hidalgo, M. and C. Zografos. 2017. How sovereignty claims and ‘‘negative” emotions 

influence the process of subject-making: Evidence from a case of conflict over tree plantations from 

Southern Chile. Geoforum. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718515302165 

Gorostiza, S. and M. Ortega Cerdà. 2016. The unclaimed latifundium’: the configuration of the 

Spanish fishing sector under Francoist autarky, 1939-1951. Journal of Historical Geography. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305748815002042 

 

Huber, A. S. Gorostiza, P. Kotsila, M.J. Beltrán and M. Armiero. 2016. Beyond “Socially 

Constructed” Disasters: Repoliticizing the Debate on Large Dams through a Political Ecology of Risk. 

Capitalism Nature Socialism. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10455752.2016.1225222 

Koot, S. 2016. Contradictions of capitalism in the South African Kalahari: Indigenous Bushmen, their 

brand and baasskap in tourism. Journal of Sustainable Tourism. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09669582.2016.1158825?src=recsys&journalCode=rsus

20 

Roy, M., J. Hanlon and D. Hulme. 2016. Bangladesh Confronts Climate Change: Keeping Our Heads 

above Water. Anthem Press. 

http://www.anthempress.com/bangladesh-confronts-climate-change-pb 

 

Vancancies 

 

There is a vacancy for a Senior Researcher / Researcher - “Water and Society” at the Norwegian 

Institute for Water Research (NIVA), see http://www.niva.no/researcher-water-and-society. 

Be aware: The deadline is 9 January 2017! 
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Recent grant successes from Lancaster University: Dr John Childs has been awarded a national ESRC 

‘Future research leader’ fellowship to study the geopolitics of deep sea mining, called ‘Into the Abyss: 

Deep Sea Mining, Geopolitics and Global Development’. See also: 

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/news-and-events/news/2016/mining-the-deep/. 

  

Dr Manoj Roy from the Lancaster Environment Centre (LEC) has received a new grant from the 

British Academy Sustainable Development Programme through the UK government’s  Global 

Challenges Research Fund: “'The Last 100 Metres': Safeguarding Potable Water Provisioning to 

Urban Informal Settlements” working in the slums of  slums in Dar es Salaam and Dhaka on the 

problems of piped water connections.  

 

Other political ecology initiatives 

 

In December 2016 a group of former members of the ENTITLE project 

(http://www.politicalecology.eu/) have decided to continue working together in different proposals, 

projects and ideas from a political ecology approach (such as the entitle blog: https://entitleblog.org/ ). 

To do so, they have created the ENTITLE political ecology collective and have became a node of 

POLLEN. 

 

Check out the website of ENT, the Environmental Innovation that Serves Society: 

http://ent.cat/?lang=en. ENT’s main areas of experience are economics and the environment, political 

ecology, waste management, energy, food and fisheries, and they also have a 

quarterly newsletter. Available in English, Catalan and Spanish, you will find the main news and 

activities of ENT as well as the latest publications of their team, conferences and events. 

 

Lancaster University, UK, have formed a new ‘Political Ecology research group’ at the Lancaster 

Environment Centre (LEC). Dr Simon Batterbury assumes the inaugural Chair of Political Ecology in 

January 2017, moving from the University of Melbourne POLLEN node. He joins a group of nine 

researchers and lecturers in political ecology and human-environment studies in the Global South, 

including several involved in  POLLEN from the beginning (e.g. Ben Neimark and John Childs). 

Links to policy are strengthened by the appointment of Dr Camilla Toulmin, formerly Director of the 

International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), to a ‘Professorship in Practice’ at 

LEC. See also http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/research/research-areas/political-ecology. 
 

The Journal of Political Ecology (http://jpe.library.arizona.edu), which has performed well in the new 

journal rankings based on Scopus (https://journalmetrics.scopus.com), will also be edited from LEC. 

  

A new Graduate School for the Environment has been formed at LEC, see 

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/graduate-school. Occasional calls for PhD student applications and 

scholarships will be disseminated, and our Masters programs, including one in Environment and 

Development. For Masters, see http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/graduate-school/masters/taught/ 

 

There is more news at the POLLEN website: https://politicalecologynetwork.com/category/news/ 

 

Thank you! 

 

Stasja Koot 

The POLLEN Secretariat 

Wageningen University 

The Netherlands 

politicalecologynetwork@gmail.com 

https://politicalecologynetwork.com/ 
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