
Apologies for X-posting. 

 

Dear all, 

 

Please find underneath the last POLLEN newsfeed, with news from the various POLLEN nodes. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

 

Blog posts 

 

400 refugees, 7 floors, 1 home – Solidarity space in Athens’ City Plaza Hotel, by Giorgos Velegrakis: 

https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/06/400-refugees-7-floors-1-home-solidarity-space-in-athens-city-plaza-

hotel/ 

 

Decoupling: A key fantasy of the SDG agenda, by Rob Fletcher: 

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/Blogs/Inclusive-Economy-Africa/Decoupling-a-key-fantasy-of-the-

SDG-agenda 

 

Economic Justice in Africa: Climate Change, Inequalities and Development, by ENTITLE_Collective: 

https://entitleblog.org/2017/03/28/economic-justice-in-africa-climate-change-inequalities-and-

development/ 

 

Fault Lines – Earthquakes and Urbanism in Modern Italy, by Giuseppe Forino: 

https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/18/fault-lines-earthquakes-and-urbanism-in-modern-italy-by-giacomo-

parrinello-book-review/ 

 

Forest Defenders Conference, June 2017, UK, by ENTITLE_Collective: 

https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/11/forest-defenders-conference-june-2017-uk/ 

 

Indigenous Science, by ENTITLE_Collective: https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/20/indigenous-science/ 

 

“Namami Brahmaputra”: Worshipping a river, ignoring its materialities, by ENTITLE_Collective: 

https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/27/namami-brahmaputra-worshipping-a-river-ignoring-its-

materialities/ 

 

Relatos del Encuentro “¡Berta Vive! COPINH Sigue”, por Jessica Fernandez y Lúcia de Oliveira 

Fernandes:https://entitleblog.org/2017/03/30/relatos-del-encuentro-berta-vive-copinh-sigue/ 

 

Tackling Trumpism with Bourdieu and Gramsci, by Shozab Raza: 

https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/04/tackling-trumpism-with-bourdieu-and-gramsci/ 

 

Tania Murray Li: The agricultural story is not over, by Irina Velicu: 

https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/25/tania-murray-li-on-the-importance-of-the-rural-in-political-ecology/ 

 

The Banality of the Anthropocene, by Heather Anne Swanson: https://entitleblog.org/2017/04/14/the-

banality-of-the-anthropocene/ 

 

 

Events 

 

A summer school on "Weak signals and emerging issues in ecological transition" is organized in 

Bordeaux , 3-7 July 2017. This is a fantastic opportunity for PhD students for a one week work in a 

multicultural and interdisciplinary context in a very special environment.  Please circulate 

among potential candidates. Application deadline is 23 April 2017. For more info see 
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http://cotesummerschool.u-bordeaux.fr/en/. For any questions, please contact the COTE managers at: 

mission-labexcote@u-bordeaux.fr. 

 

T-Lab ‘Learning from ground-up transformations for sustainability through the conflict 

transformation and alternatives framework’. This is part of the ‘Transformations 2017’ Conference: 

Transformations in Practice (www.transformations2017.org/t-labs/groundup). Date – Tuesday 29th 

August, 09:30 – 16:30, venue – Dalhousie Building, University of Dundee, Scotland, UK—Expected 

Outcomes of the T-Lab: We expect the T-Lab to be an excellent opportunity for networking and joint 

learning about conflict transformation processes from the ground up.  The ACKnowl-EJ project 

(acknowlej.org) will explain their conceptual and methodological tool for conflict transformation. 

Participants will be invited to try out the framework after the conference, both by adding their own 

cases in the EJATLAS (Environmental Justice Atlas - ejatlas.org) and in their own in-depth case 

studies. 

 

The FLARE (Forests and Livelihoods: Assessment, Research, and Engagement) network, supported 

by DFID and coordinated from the School of Natural Resources and Environment at the University of 

Michigan, is pleased to announce the Call for Abstracts for our 3rd annual meeting. Previous meetings 

(Paris 2015 and Edinburgh 2016) emerged as a unique space for presentations and discussions about 

forests and livelihoods. They created new relationships and collaborations, especially for younger 

researchers. From September 29 to October 2, 2017 in Stockholm, Sweden. Abstract submission 

deadline: June 10, 2017. Questions? Email flare.network@umich.edu and see also 

http://www.forestlivelihoods.org/flare-meeting-2017 

 

As part of a major study for the European Commission, on ‘Linking biodiversity to national economic 

and social priorities in the EU Member States’, the Institute for European Environmental Policy 

(IEEP) and partners are organising a series of regional workshops across the EU. These workshops are 

inviting participants from regional and national authorities and other stakeholders to come together to 

discuss how biodiversity and nature protection can support socio-economic objectives like jobs, 

growth, urban and regional development, public health or social cohesion. The next workshop for the 

Mediterranean will take place in Barcelona (Aula Europa, European Parliament/ European 

Commission – Representation Passeig de Gràcia, 90) on 3 May 2017 and it’s organized by IEEP in 

collaboration with ENT. REGISTRATION is done by invitation, please write us 

at biodiversityandpriorities@ent.cat. See also http://ent.cat/nou-workshop-regional-a-barcelona-en-el-

marc-del-projecte-linking-biodiversity-to-national-economic-and-social-priorities-in-the-eu-member-

states/?lang=en 

 

 

Publications 

 

The Journal of Political Ecology has a special section on "Degrowth, culture and power", edited by 

Lisa L. Gezon and Susan Paulson, 2017. Journal of Political Ecology, 24: 425-666. See 

http://jpe.library.arizona.edu/Volume24/Volume_24.html 

 

A study commissioned by the Catalan Waste Agency (ARC) and carried out by ENT and the UPC on 

the impact of the presence of impurities in selectively collected biowaste on the quality of compost has 

been recently published. It analyzes the effects of the impurities in the organic fraction of municipal 

waste on the compost quality of the composting plants of Catalonia. http://ent.cat/publicat-el-nostre-

estudi-sobre-incidencia-dels-impropis-a-la-form-sobre-la-qualitat-del-compost/?lang=en. The report 

(in Catalan) can be accessed from this 

link: http://residus.gencat.cat/web/.content/home/ambits_dactuacio/recollida_selectiva/residus_munici

pals/materia_organica__form_-_fv/jornades__estudis_i_enllacos/160426_impropis-FORM-i-qualitat-

del-compost.pdf 

 

Lately there has been quite some marketing for the problematic idea of 'half earth' or 'nature needs 

half'. For those who are interested, we (Büscher et al.) have published a multi-authored (15 authors) 
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critique of the idea in Oryx, which has led to a response from proponents to which we have 

subsequently replied. The whole debate is now online (and mostly open access) and might also be 

interesting for teaching: 

 

Büscher et al., 2016. Half-Earth or Whole Earth? Radical ideas for conservation, and their 

implications. Oryx. 

https://brambuscher.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/bucc88scher-et-al-half-earth-or-whole-earth-

oryx2017.pdf 

 

Cafaro et al., 2017. If we want a whole Earth, Nature Needs Half: a response to Büscher et al. Oryx. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/oryx/article/if-we-want-a-whole-earth-nature-needs-half-a-

response-to-buscher-et-al/27ACE7EBAA074C875C4F16B1BD05F12B 

 

Büscher et al., 2017. Doing Whole Earth justice: a reply to Cafaro et al. Oryx. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/oryx/article/doing-whole-earth-justice-a-reply-to-cafaro-et-

al/92A26EF07BCAD6984954032C906AF5DF 

 

 

More publications 

 

Freire-González, J. 2017. A new way to estimate the direct and indirect rebound effect and other 

rebound indicators. Energy, 128, 394-402. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544217306242  

 

Gorostiza, S. & Sauri, D. 2017. Dangerous assemblages: Salts, trihalomethanes and endocrine 

disruptors in the water palimpsest of the Llobregat River, Catalonia. Geoforum. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718517300544 

 

Koot, S. 2016. Perpetuating power through autoethnography: My unawareness of research and 

memories of paternalism among the indigenous Hai//om in Namibia. Critical Arts 30 (6), 840-854. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02560046.2016.1263217 

 

Koot, S. 2017. Ecotourism as an indigenous modernity: Namibian Bushmen and two contradictions of 

capitalism. In H. Kopnina and E. Shoreman-Ouimet (Eds.), Routledge International Handbook of 

Environmental Anthropology (pp. 315-326). London: Routledge 

 

Lund, J.F., Sungusia, E., Mabele, M.B., Scheba, A. 2017. Promising change, delivering continuity: 

REDD+ as conservation fad. World Development. Vol. 89. pp. 124-139. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X15312821 

 

Martinez-Sanchez, V., Levis, J.W., Damgaard, A., DeCarolis, J. F., Barlaz, M. A., Astrup, T. F. 2017. 

Evaluation of Externality Costs in Life-Cycle Optimization of Municipal Solid Waste Management 

Systems. Journal of Environmental Science and Technology. 

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.est.6b06125  

 

Scheba, A. and Rakotonarivo, O.S. 2016. Territorialising REDD+: Conflicts over market-based forest 

conservation in Lindi, Tanzania. Land Use Policy. Vol. 57. Pp. 625-637. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837716300370 

 

Turah, E. & Armiero, M. 2017. Cutting the Fence, Sabotaging the Border: Migration as a 

Revolutionary Practice, Capitalism Nature Socialism. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10455752.2017.1315245 

 

 

Other 
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The 3-monthly newsletter of the Foundation ENT is out again, see: ow.ly/FjfZ30bdB89. 

 

A research project by 4 political ecologists intends to map out the views held by people working on 

biodiversity conservation issues, to understand the diversity of opinions that exist, and to explore the 

factors that explain this. If you work on biodiversity conservation issues, please spend 15 minutes 

taking the survey at www.futureconservation.org  and share with your networks. The survey has been 

wildly popular – over 4,000 people from over 140 countries took the survey in its first 72 hours of 

operation. 

 

On 27 March, the workshop “Water supply and water stress- roles for Economic Instruments?” was 

held at Pati Llimona (Barcelona). Organized by the Institute for European Environmental Policy 

(IEEPO) and ENT Environment and Management. See: http://ent.cat/bon-resultat-del-workshop-

sobre-estres-hidric-i-instruments-economics-organitzat-per-lieep-i-ent/?lang=en 

 

Ignasi Puig was elected as a new board member of Green Budget Europe. See: http://ent.cat/ignasi-

puig-es-escollit-nou-membre-de-la-junta-de-green-budget-europe/?lang=en 

 

 

There is always more news at the POLLEN website: 

https://politicalecologynetwork.com/category/news/ 

 

 

Thank you! 

 

Stasja Koot, Bram Büscher and Rob Fletcher 

The POLLEN Secretariat 

Wageningen University 

The Netherlands 

politicalecologynetwork@gmail.com 

https://politicalecologynetwork.com/ 
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